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Abstract: In this paper we describe a new tourist attraction on the Danube
- the Decebal monument. This attraction is visible from all ships passing
through the Danube. It also provides a multi-criteria analysis of the site
where it would be possible to make a museum that would be available to
tourists to get to know this attraction.
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Introduction
The Danube's sailing until the construction of the dam between
Kladovo and Turn Severin was difficult. Today it's less a routine job. Thus,
today we have a large number of tourist ships - a cruiser that sails the
Danube. And that number of ships is growing and the number of tourists is
getting bigger.
Thus, the number of cruiser and tourist in Belgrade in recent years
are as follows:
 2015: 512 cruisers, 65458 tourists;
 2016: 539 cruisers, 67161 tourists;
 2017: 546 cruisers, 71328 tourists;
 2018: 602 cruisers, 80732 tourists.
Similar situation has been in other Danube ports.
There has been a story that every cruiser makes a stop at the Iron
Gates entrance, at Rock sculpture of Decebal. And all passengers are
impressed. However, there are no detailed information on this attraction.
Here more info on the Decebal of the King and His kingdom will be
provided. Also, a proposal to build a museum in which these and other
tourists could learn more about Traian, Roman Emperor and Dacia King
Decebal, will be given.

242

QUAESTUS MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH JOURNAL

Dacia- landmarks
Dacia is an ancient land whose history fascinates even today. During
the reign of King Burebista, due to the unification of the Dacian tribes, it
had the largest stretch bounded by the Black Sea shore and the Bug to the
East, the bohemian Cadrilater, the Pannonian Danube and the Morava to the
West, the Carpathian Mountains to the North and the Haemus Mountain
(the Balkans) to the South.
The population of the kingdom was composed of Getae and Dacians,
the former living in the lower plains and the Danube area from the Cazane
until its flowing into the Black Sea, while the later lived in the mountain
areas and the Upper Danube until Drobeta Turnu Severin, but still they
spoke the same language.
King Burebista (82 BC – 44 BC) was considered by both Romans
and Greeks as a very good military and politician, implementing a political
and religious reform that led to Dacia's development and the increase of the
standard of living. He was the one who built Sarmizegetusa, and moving
the capital of the country here from Argidava.
King Decebalus was another prominent figure who marked the
history of Dacia between 87 and 106 AD. He acceded to the throne after
Duras abdicated in his favor because of old age.
It is believed that the king was called Diurpaneus, but with the
battles of Tapae he was called Decebalus, that is “the brave” or “the
mighty”. In the paper Roman History, Cassius Dio’s book 67, there is a
description of the Dacian king, who was considered an expert in the art of
war.
“Decebalus, the Dacian king, was skilled in warfare and in deed,
knowing when to rush and when to withdraw in time, a master in setting
traps, a brave warrior, knowing to use his skillfully victory and to escape
from defeat: for which he has long been a fearful adversary.”1
During his reign, Dacia included Transylvania until the Upper Tisa,
Banat, Oltenia, Muntenia, southern and western Moldavia. It was less
extensive than during Burebista's reign, but it was better organized and it
became a military force.
The development of Dacia in this period is due to the numerous
economic and cultural exchanges with the Romans and the Greeks.

1 Dio Cassius, Roman history (in Romanian), LXVII, 6, 1, in FHDR, I, p. 683
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Fig. 1: Map of Dacia during the reign of King Burebista
Source: www.cursurigmb.ro

The large population of the country was diligent, worked the land,
and was skilled at crafts, mining and processing metals. The army consisted
of 60000 people, of which 66.7% (40000 people) were Dacians, the
remaining were allies from the Germanic and Sarmatian tribes. Their battle
flag was Draco or Dracon, and represented a wolf head with open mouth,
made of either silver or bronze, and which continued with a body of dragon
made of textile. The legend says that it would have been made after a wolf,
Suier, which was rescued and domesticated by Decebalus, sacrificed for
him. In fact, the wolf was considered the mystic animal of the Dacian.
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Fig. 2: Map of Dacia during the reign of King Decebal
Source: http://reactii.ro/tag/dacia-lui-decebal/

Fig. 3: The Dacian battle flag
Source: https://adevarul.ro/locale/brasov/secretele-sarpelui-cap-lup-steagul-lupta-dacilorera-purtat-draconari-suieratul-teribil-producea-intimida-inamicul1_557d3c4bcfbe376e354477a3/index.html

Dacia-Roman wars
The first Dacian-Roman war began in the spring of 101 and ended
in the winter of 102, following the destruction of several Dacian fortresses
in the Orăştiei Mountains, through a truce dictated by Trajan and
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unfavorable to the Dacians. The second Dacian-Roman war broke out in the
spring of 105 with the Dacian attacks on the Roman legions stationed on
Dacian territory as early as the year 102, and tragically ended for Decebalus
and Dacia in the summer of 106. Out of pride, not to go to Rome in captivity,
Decebalus commits suicide, and Dacia becomes a Roman province.
The motivations of Romans for the wars against Dacia were:
 the desire for expansion;
 the annihilation of a danger;
 natural riches (gold, silver, salt);
 the robberies committed by the Dacians in the south-Danubian
territories which were under Roman rule
The defeat suffered by Dacia meant the loss of independence and of
a significant number of people.
The wars with the Roman Empire led to the Roman conquest and
then to the formation of the Romanian people.
Although he is the last king of Dacia, Decebalus is the hero of his
times and the hero of present Romania.
Tourist resources in the Cazanele Dunării area
Cazanele Dunării are the sector of the Defileul Dunării that stretch
along 8 km. The spectacle offered by nature is special, the Danube making
its way through the Carpathian Mountains, the flowing speed reaching
5m/second in some portions. This area is part of the Iron Gates Natural Park,
a protected area established under Law No.5/2000 on the approval of the
National Spatial Plan - Section III - Protected Areas, corresponding to the
IUCN category V "Protected Landscapes: area protected mainly for
landscape preservation and recreation" and which was included on the list
of a World Heritage Sites on March 5, 2009.
The portion known as the Cazanele Mari measures 3.8 km and runs
between Ciucarul Mare (Romania -318 m altitude) and Veliki Strbac
(Serbia - 768 m altitude) mountains, its width reaching only 230m in parts,
and the depth 75m. In the Romanian mountain, at its base there are two
caves, Gona Ponicovei and Veterani. The first one has galleries that amount
to 1666 m, being the largest in the Defileul Dunării, a paradise that is
accessible from land, but also from water, by boat. The second cave,
Veterani, is located 500 m downstream of Gura Ponicova. It is accessible
only by boat; it is small, only 87 meters long, but presents a series of
testimonies of the history of these places. The legend of the place is related
to the Dacian people and their use of the cave as a sanctuary for their
supreme god, Zamolxis.
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Cazanele Mici are located between Ciucarul Mic (Romania - 313 m
altitude) and Mali Strbac (Serbia - 626 m altitude) mountains, stretching
over 3.6 km. The width of the Danube in this area reaches only 150m, which
makes them more spectacular, and the maximum depth is 120m.
The flora in the area is rich and varied, and here you can see the tulip
of the Cazane, the rock iris, the bluebells of the Cazane, the yellow crocus,
the Crimean beech, the manna ash, the field maple, the Turkish hazel, the
common yew, the wild lilac.
The fauna is also rich and varied, such as Hermann's turtle, the
horned viper, the European green lizard, the salamander, the scorpion, the
bats, the European polecat, the grey partridge and the swallow, the small
egret.
Decebalus’ face – Tabula Traiana
Decebalus’ face, the rock sculpture that commemorates the
personality of the Dacian King, is a special anthropogenic tourist resource
with impressive dimensions: 55 m high and 25 m wide. The idea of this
sculpture and the financial resources (over 1 million dollars) belonged to
businessman Iosif Constantin Drăgan. The works were carried out between
1994-2004, during the months of March-October of each year, by 12
climber sculptors organized in two teams working in two shifts for 6 hours
a day. The artist who designed it is Florin Cotarcea. This work is located in
the area of Cazanele Mici (GPS Coordinates: 44.64112°N 22.29123°E) and
is the highest stone carving in Europe. At the base of the work there is a
Latin inscription dug in the rock – DECEBAL REX – DRAGAN FECIT
(Decebalul King – made by Drăgan).
On the Serbian bank (GPS Coordinates: 44°39'28"N 22°18'42"E)
near the sculpture representing Decebalus, there is the Roman memorial
plaque “Tabula Traiana”. It has been there for almost 2000 years. It was
carved in marble, its size being 4 meters long and 1.75 meters high. This
plate is fixed in the rock and shows two dolphins floating and an eagle flying
in the sky along with a Latin text translated by Otto Benndorf, namely:
“King Caesar, son of the divine Nerva, Nerva Trajan, Augustus,
Germanicus, Pontifex Maximus, invested four times as Tribunal, Father of
the Country, Consul for the third time, excavating rocks in the mountains
and using wooden beams, made this bridge.” The Romans tried to mark the
march of the Roman imperial troops to Dacia and to commemorate the
victories of the Roman Empire over Dacia and the completion of Trajan's
Roman military road.
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Mraconia Monastery is located near this famous sculpture, within
Dubova commune (GPS Coordinates: 44.643254°N 22.294292°E). It is a
new construction (the foundation stone was laid in 1993 and was finished
in 2000), with the patrons “The Archangels Michael and Gabriel” and “The
Holy Trinity”. The history of this Orthodox place of worship begins in 1523.
Its founder was the ruler of Severin, Nicolae Gârlişteanu. The tumultuous
history also marked its existence, so it was destroyed during the RussianAustrian-Turkish War (1787-1792), restored in 1935, demolished in 1967
during the communist regime. During dry periods, the ruins of the old crossshaped monastery can be seen in the water.

Fig. 4: Rock sculpture of Decebalus
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_sculpture_of_Decebalus

Tourism development in the Cazanele Dunării area – new museum
Currently, in the Cazane area, tourists benefit from accommodation
in 21 classified pensions and lodges. Food is provided by existing
restaurants in the guesthouses.
Tourists can take trips on the Danube in this area by boats, motor
boats or little ships and can thus admire and visit the afore mentioned sites.
Rates start from 30 lei/person and can reach 50 lei/person. The trip
takes between one hour and a half and 3 hours, depending on the means of
transport used and the distance.
Visiting these places can be regarded as an incursion in time.
Although there are these resources, we are still dealing with some
shortcomings such as:
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Specialized guides;
A museum with historical and religious vestiges, with replicas of the
Dacian folk costume and of the objects they used;
 A space to tell the story of the sculpture, its artisans and its founder;
 A shop to sell authentic souvenirs crafted by local artisans.
We consider that souvenirs referring to Dacians and Romans could
consist of:
 Replicas of coins circulating at the time;
 Various decorative objects (cups, bowls, miniature soldiers, sculpture
with Decebalus’ face, Dacian battle flag);
 Armors;
 Helmets;
 Clothes (in particular traditional hats, woolen socks, belts, traditional
blouses, handkerchiefs);
 Weapons;
 Jewelry;
 Chess games with pieces representing the two armies, Dacian and
Roman;
 Magnets;
 Postcards.
Selecting new museum location: multi-criteria approach
The analysis is performed using method of multi-criteria method
presented in paper Miljković et al., 2017, and used also in Žižović et al., 2017
and 2018. Generally, multi-criteria analysis can be applied for solving various
problems. Here we will give a few words about multi-criteria analysis.
Let say we have a problem of chosing one alternative from the set
of alternatives {A1, A2,…, An} (or problem of ranking these alternatives), by
the set of criteria {C1, C2,…, Cn}.
Usually, the problem of multi-criteria analysis can be represented by
(decision) matrix:
A1
A2
…
An

C1
a11
a21
…

C2
a12
a22
…

…
…
…

Cn
a1n
a2n

am1

am2

…

amn

Table 1. Decision matrix.
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where:
 C1, C2,…, Cn denote criteria,
 A1, A2,…, An denote alternatives,
 aij is the performance value of the alternative Ai by the criterion Cj
(i = 1,2,…m, j = 1,2,…,n).
Each criterion Cj is associated with the weighted coefficient wj
which represent the degree of importance of this criterion.
The natural assumption is that the weights are normalized, i.e., they
add up to 1,
w1 + w2 + … + wn =1.
In the view of the method given by Miljković et al., 2017, we will
additionally assume that the criteria are aligned based on importance, from
the most important criterion C1 to the least important criterion Cn. This
procedure is based on the pair-wise comparisons between the most
important criterion C1 and the remaining n–1 criteria C2,…, Cn.
Finaly, each alternative Ai, i = 1,2,…,m is associate with the final
mark (aggregation value) V(Ai) which induce the ordering of alternatives.
A store of souvenirs and jewelry stores could be found within the
museum. In addition, there could be a restaurant with the characteristic food
of Dacia and today's Romania and the surrounding Danube. The location of
the facility itself could be in four locations:
Alternative 1: Surrounding the Monument and the Monastery of
Mrakonija.
Alternative 2: Oršava
Alternative 3: Drobeta Turn Severin
Alternative 4: Simian Island (where the tourist attractions of the
submerged island of Adakala were transferred)
Criteria for selection could be:
Criterion 1: Attractiveness of the location and connections to the
monument
Ratings for A1, A2, A3, A4: 1, 0.5, 0.4, 0.3.
Criterion 2: Construction cost
Ratings for A1, A2, A3, A4: 0.5, 0.8, 0.9, 0.6.
Criterion 3: Benefit for the local community
Ratings for A1, A2, A3, A4: 0.8, 0.6, 0.6, 0.6.
Criterion 4: Benefit for a wider community
Ratings for A1, A2, A3, A4: 0.9, 0.6, 0.6 0.6.
These results can be shown in the following matrix:
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C1

C2

C3

C4

A1

1

0.5

0.8

0.9

A2

0.5

0.8

0.6

0.6

A3

0.4

0.9

0.6

0.6

A4

0.3

0.6

0.6

0.6

All grades are between 0 and 1 and they are maximizing type (better
is the higher it is). The weight coefficients of the criteria are
 for criterion C1: w1 = 0.4;
 for criterion C2: w2 = 0.3;
 for criterion C3: w3 = 0.2;
 for criterion C4: w4 = 0.1;
The order of alternatives, from the best to the worst, is: A1, A2, A3, A4.
Conclusion
The best place to set up a museum is at the monument itself or at the
monastery of Mraconi. Bearing in mind that the lake is very deep, this dock
can be relatively easy to build. In addition to the museum, there should also
be a restaurant and a souvenir shop. In this way, the tourist offer would be
much better and the reason for the arrival of new tourists.
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